
This document is available in Welsh / Mae’r ddogfen hon ar gael yn Gymraeg

CORRESPONDENCE FOLLOWING THE COMMITTEE MEETING

Committee ENVIRONMENTAL SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Date and Time 
of Meeting

TUESDAY, 3 JULY 2018, 4.30 PM

Please find below correspondence send by the Committee Chair following the meeting, 
together with any responses received.

For any further details, please contact scrutinyviewpoints@cardiff.gov.uk
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Ref: RDB/RP/MM/03.07.2018 
 
01 August 2018 
 
Councillor Michael Michael, 
Cabinet Member for Clean Streets, Recycling & Environment, 
County Hall, 
Atlantic Wharf, 
Cardiff CF10 4UW. 
 
 
Dear Councillor Michael, 
 
 
Environmental Scrutiny Committee – 3 July 2018 
 
 
On behalf of the Environmental Scrutiny Committee I would like to thank the 

officers for attending the Committee meeting on Tuesday 3 July 2018.  As you 

are aware the meeting received items titled ‘Planning, Transport & 

Environment Directorate Delivery Plan 2018/19’ and ‘Planning, Transport & 

Environment Quarter 3 & 4 Performance Reports 2017/18’. The comments 

and observations made by Members following these items are set out in this 

letter. Due to the cross cutting nature of both of these items, the points made 

below are not specifically allocated against a single item: 

 
 During the meeting I asked if there had been any progress in identifying a 

site for a new Household Waste Recycling Centre in the north of Cardiff. It 

was explained that Strategic Estates is currently looking into the matter 

and hope to provide the Planning, Transport & Environment Directorate 

with details of a potential site in the next six to eight weeks. Due to 

commercial sensitivity it was not possible to provide any more detail at the 

meeting.  The Committee fully understands the commercial sensitivities 

around such a proposal; however, they would ask that you provide the 

Committee with a briefing as soon as a formal position is agreed.  

 
 The Committee is interested in finding out when the Lamby Way Solar 

Farm will be fully operational. I would be grateful if you could provide them 

with a timeline which includes key actions required to deliver the new 
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facility; in particular when it will be completed and details on the amounts of 

electricity it is anticipated to produce.  

 
 The Committee is disappointed to see that sickness rates have increased 

across the Council and that during 2017/18 every single directorate failed 

to meet their full time equivalent days lost per person target. In particular, 

the Committee is concerned that sickness rates were higher in 2017/18 for 

the former City Operations Directorate and Economic Development 

Directorate than they were in 2016/17.  Having stated their concern the 

Committee would be grateful if you could provide a summary of sickness 

rates by team for all of the parts of the newly formed Planning, Transport & 

Environment Directorate. This should include: 

 
 Quarterly summaries for 2016/17 and 2017/18;  

 A breakdown of long and short-term sickness for 2016/17 and 2017/18;  

 Details of any seasonal fluctuations in sickness during 2016/17 and 

2017/18;  

 A summary of the main causes of sickness;  

 Examples of best practice that are currently being reviewed by the 

Council for reducing sickness rates from local authorities, other public 

bodies and the private sector; 

 Details of the plan that the newly formed Planning, Transport & 

Environment Directorate is currently developing to help reduce sickness 

rates.  

 
 It was noted at the meeting that the Economic Development Directorate 

ran a budget shortfall of £1.642m during 2017/18.  At the meeting I asked 

the Director for Planning, Transport & Environment if the financial 

challenges of this shortfall would transfer into the newly formed directorate 

with the services coming across from the Economic Development 

Directorate. He explained that inheriting parts of the shortfall would be a 

challenge and that staff from his area were working with Finance to fully 

assess the consequences and then develop a plan to address the 

potential financial shortfall. At this point I would like to note the concern of 
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the Committee and hope that the zero based cost accounting approach 

that you are planning to follow can deliver a better outcome for the 

Council. I would ask that you keep us updated on the progress of dealing 

with this inherited budget shortfall during the 2018/19 municipal year.  

 
I would be grateful if you would consider the above comments and provide a 

response to the content of this letter. 

 

 

Regards, 

 

Councillor Ramesh Patel 

Chairperson Environmental Scrutiny Committee 

 
 
Cc: 
 
 
 Andrew Gregory - Director of City Operations 

 Matt Wakelam - Operational Manager, Infrastructure & Operations 

 Davina Fiore - Director of Governance & Legal Services 

 Members of Cardiff’s Environmental Scrutiny Committee 
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Ref: RDB/RP/CW/03.07.2018 
 
01 August 2018 
 
Councillor Caro Wild, 
Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning & Transport, 
County Hall, 
Atlantic Wharf, 
Cardiff CF10 4UW. 
 
 
Dear Councillor Wild, 
 
 
Environmental Scrutiny Committee – 3 July 2018 
 
 
On behalf of the Environmental Scrutiny Committee I would like to thank the 

officers for attending the Committee meeting on Tuesday 3 July 2018.  As you 

are aware the meeting received items titled ‘Planning, Transport & 

Environment Directorate Delivery Plan 2018/19’ and ‘Planning, Transport & 

Environment Quarter 3 & 4 Performance Reports 2017/18’. The comments 

and observations made by Members following these items are set out in this 

letter. Due to the cross cutting nature of both of these items, the points made 

below are not specifically allocated against a single item: 

 
 During the meeting a Member asked how in practical terms the modal split 

performance indicator was measured and then calculated.  The Director 

for Planning, Transport & Environment explained that this was done using 

a series of surveys that were carried out across the year and agreed to 

provide full details of what was measured; how this was recorded; when 

the details were collected and the formula of the actual calculation. I would 

be grateful if you could arrange for this information to be provided.  

 
 A Member asked if the introduction of the recently introduced Nextbike 

scheme had been a success. The Director for Planning, Transport & 

Environment explained that the launch had been a success with Cardiff 

outperforming most of the other cities that had introduced the Nextbike 

scheme.  He explained that each bike was being used at least four times a 
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day, which was a very promising start.  The Committee welcome these 

positive comments and look forward to receiving future updates.  In the 

meantime I would be grateful if you could provide Members with: 

 
 Full details of the scheme including the total number of bikes in 

operation; the number of people that have signed up to use the 

scheme; the number of times the bikes are used each day; the total 

revenue generated and the most popular location(s) for bike hire.  

 
 During the way forward a Member felt that we needed to know what the 

Council defined as ‘the definition of success’ for the scheme.  

 
 The Planning, Transport & Environment Directorate Delivery Plan included 

the new air quality indicator titled ‘CL/AIR/001 – The amount of NO2 

measured annually across the city’. This included a target level of 35ug/m3 

for 2018/19, but no actual values for 2016/17 and 2017/18.  A Member felt 

that values need to be included for 2016/17 and 2017/18 given that the 

Council has been measuring air quality across the city for many years.  I 

would be grateful if you could provide the Committee with the values and 

look to include them in the Planning, Transport & Environment Directorate 

Delivery Plan 2018/19.  

 
 The Planning, Transport & Environment Directorate Delivery Plan included 

two new performance indicators that relate to bringing private / empty 

properties back into use, these are: 

 
 PAM/013 – Percentage of empty private sector properties brought back 

into use during the year through direct action by the local authority.  

 
 PAM/014 – Number of additional dwellings created as a result of 

bringing empty properties back into use.  

 
The targets for these were 2.8% and 20 respectively, however, both of 

these values were highlighted in yellow and followed by a question mark. 

The Committee would like confirmation of the final target value for both of 
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these and that the Planning, Transport & Environment Directorate Delivery 

Plan 2018/19 is updated to reflect these values.  

 
 During the way forward a Member commented that the Planning, 

Transport & Environment Directorate Delivery Plan 2018/19 contained 

planning indicators that measured the percentage of affordable housing at 

completion stage provided in a development on brownfield and greenfield 

sites (PLA/011 & PLA/012), however, there was nothing explicit in the 

document to record the percentage of properties required as a result of the 

Local Development Plan to be built to enable older people to remain in 

their own homes.  I would be grateful if you could confirm if such an 

indicator exists.  

 
I would be grateful if you would consider the above comments and provide a 

response to the content of this letter. 

 

 

Regards, 

 

Councillor Ramesh Patel 

Chairperson Environmental Scrutiny Committee 

 
 
Cc: 
 
 
 Andrew Gregory - Director of City Operations 

 Matt Wakelam - Operational Manager, Infrastructure & Operations 

 Paul Carter – Head of Transport 

 James Clemence – Head of Planning 

 Davina Fiore - Director of Governance & Legal Services 

 Members of Cardiff’s Environmental Scrutiny Committee 
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